338	DANTE ALIGHIERI
Thy steps ;  whose aid, mayhap, 'twere ill to spare,
Seeing that she to whom thou mak'st thy prayer
Is, as I think, ill-minded unto me,	"     12
And that if Love do not companion thee,
Thou'lt have perchance small cheer to tell me of.
With a sweet accent, when thou coni'st to her,
Begin thou in these words,
First having craved a gracious audience :
4 He who hath sent me as his messenger,
Lady, thus much records,
An thou but suffer him, in his defence.	20
Love, who comes with me, by thine influence
Can make this man do as it liketh him :
Wherefore, if this fault is or doth but seem
Do thou conceive : for his heart cannot move/
Say to her also :  ' Lady, his poor heart
Is so confirmed in faith
That all its thoughts are but of serving thee :
'Twas early thine, and could not swerve apart.'
Then, if she wavereth,
Bid her ask Love, who knows if these things be. 30
And in the end, beg of her modestly
To pardon so much boldness :  saying too :—
* If thou declare his death to be thy due,
The thing shall come to pass, as doth behove.'
Then pray thou of the Master of all ruth.
Before thou leave her there,
That he befriend my cause and plead it well.
4 In guerdon of my sweet rhymes and my truth '
(Entreat him) ' stay with her ;
Let not the hope of thy poor servant fail;	40
And if with her thy pleading should prevail,
Let her look on him and give peace to him.'
Gentle my Song, if good to thee it seem,
Do this : so worship shall be thine and love.
This ditty is divided into three parts. In the first, I tell
it whither to go, and I encourage it, thai it may go the more
confidently, and I tell it whose company to join if it would
go with confidence and without any danger. In the

